
 

 

 
 
 

 

  

 
 
I don’t know about you, but I can’t believe Christmas has 
come and gone. Here we are in 2009 and I feel like this past 
year has flown by. We have accomplished a great deal to-
gether, from the first in the nation statewide green building 
standards to increasing foreclosure assistance for Califor-
nians.  
 
These were not easy tasks and they make me excited for 
what 2009 holds! I have been incredibly impressed with the 
dedication and commitment I have seen from each depart-
ment this past year.  We are constantly striving to make government more accessible and more efficient for our 
fellow community members, and we reached quite a few milestones in 2008. 
 
To name just a few of the many fantastic IT projects that were completed, the Department of Fair Employment 
& Housing launched an on-line portal to schedule intake appointments and the Department of Technology Ser-
vices has created a real-time Web chat program for our constituents to get live help on our State Web site. 
 
These are the types of achievements that make me appreciate the power of the work we do. Each one of us con-
tributes something of value every day, and that work translates into making life a bit easier, a bit more enjoyable 
for another Californian. 
 
Thank you for your tremendous efforts, and I wish you and your families a healthy and happy start to the New 
Year. 
 
Sincerely,     
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I N S I D E  T H I S  
I S S U E :  

Wishing You Happy Holidays And A Fantastic 2009!  



 

 

 
 

With our reigning “Green Queen”, Secre-
tary Marin, continuing to work towards 
making California the most environmen-
tally responsible state in the nation, agency 
could not have been more excited about the 
Green Schools Summit.  

The Summit, co-sponsored by Secretary 
Marin and Dave Thorman, California’s 
State Architect, took place in Anaheim De-
cember 8-10.  It was the largest green schools 
event in the nation, with over 2,500 atten-
dees gathered to participate in panel discus-
sions and hear experts communicate how 
schools can save up to $100,000 per year in 
energy costs.  

Every year, energy becomes more expensive, 
especially in these tough economic times, 
which makes the annual Summit a valuable  

 

event for school administrators to learn how 
to use green technology on their campuses.   

Not only can schools save money by becom-
ing more energy efficient, they also teach 
California’s students how to live using less 
of our state’s natural resources. This year 
Secretary Marin announced the first ever, 
state-backed, step-by-step guide to help Cali-
fornia schools and community colleges cut 
energy costs through on-site electricity gen-
eration. Grid Neutral: Electrical Independence 
for California Schools and Community Colleges 
is a comprehensive program for schools to 
use to create campuses that generate as 
much electrical energy as they consume. 
Learn more at www.dsa.dgs.ca.gov.  

 

 

The Department of Consumer Affairs achieved a fantastic 
accomplishment late in 2008. For the first time in the de-
partment’s history, DCA invited every member of its forty 
regulatory boards, bureaus, committees and commissions to 
come together under one roof to learn from one another and 
share best practices.  With its eye on improving consumer 
safety, the department’s Summit featured break-out sessions 
where members could learn valuable leadership skills and 
industry-specific information. Director Carrie Lopez and 
Secretary Marin were thrilled with the turnout and ac-
knowledged that the Summit was a positive first step to ad-
vance the missions of all who attended.  With over 3,000 
attendees, Director Lopez knew the Summit was a success. 
“Our goal was to bring together government agencies, con-
sumer organizations, law enforcement and the public in or-
der to improve consumer protection across the state by fos-
tering better communication, cooperation and collabora-
tion," said Director Lopez. "We succeeded beyond my ex-
pectations."  

Congratulations to Director Lopez and her team that made 
the PACT summit possible.  

 

PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVING CONSUMER TRUST  
SUMMIT EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS 

GREEN SCHOOLS SUMMIT: 2009 



 

 

EMPOWERING WOMEN 
EVERYWHERE… 
October of this year once again brought the 
unique and dynamic event now known as The 
Women’s Conference to the women of Califor-
nia. Governor Schwarzenegger and First Lady 
Maria Shriver have expanded this once small-
scale event into an international gathering of 
women from every walk of life.  

This year, 14,000 attendees were able to partici-
pate in break-out discussions and network with 
such luminaries as Gloria Steinem and Billie Jean 
King, as well as celebrated professionals, Heidi 
Klum and Christiane Amanpour. Secretary 
Marin was joined by professional agency and de-
partment women from the SCSA family, experi-
encing  

 

 

the conference’s theme and learning how to be 
“architects of change”. The break-out sessions 
included timely discussions on how national poli-
tics have been altered now that women have en-
tered into the mainstream presidential race, and 
break-out seminars on how women as caretakers 
can cope with afflictions such as Alzheimer’s that 
may be affecting their families. It was truly an 
incredible experience. Don’t forget to pre-book 
your tickets to the 2009 Woman’s Conference. 
We’ll see you there! 

 
 
On December 10, Secretary Marin outlined her 2009 agency pri-
orities in her State of the State and Consumer Services Agency 
speech at her third annual Secretary’s Appreciation Reception.  
Department Directors and Board Executive Officers were in-
vited to celebrate the year’s accomplishments and enjoy holiday 
treats alongside agency staff. The theme for the night was 
“Chicago”, and as you can see, the roaring twenties were defi-
nitely back in vogue in the lobby of the Treasurer’s Building. 

 

 

APPRECIATION NIGHT...IN TWENTIES FASHION 



 

 

 

SCSA RECOGNIZES VICTIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK 

KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK! 
 
The Department of Fair Employment and Housing, the 
state’s enforcement watchdog for Californians’ civil rights, 
recently honored their hard working members. On Decem-
ber 9, DFEH Director Phyllis Cheng awarded 28 department 
members with Directors’ Awards for their constant willing-
ness to serve the public and go that extra mile to ensure that 
Californians’ rights are protected. Sybil Villanueva, Associ-
ate Chief Counsel in DHEH’s Los Angeles office is pictured 
here receiving her award for  “Excellence in Prosecution” 
from Secretary Marin and Director Cheng.  Other recipients 
in that category included:   
• Nelson Chan, Senior Staff Counsel, Legal Division, Head-
quarters  
• Gregory Fisher, Associate Chief Counsel, Legal Division, 
Headquarters  
• Susan Saylor, Associate Chief Counsel, Legal Division, 
Oakland  
 

UC DAVIS WOMEN IN 
BUSINESS STUDY 
On November 17, UC Davis researchers re-
leased its fourth annual UC Davis Study of 
California Women Business Owners and in-
vited Secretary Marin to unveil the results. 
This year’s study revealed that only 13 of 
California's 400 largest public companies have 
a woman CEO and that overall, women hold 
just 10.9 percent of board seats and executive 
positions. Secretary Marin spoke at the UC 
Davis press conference, noting that "Time 
and time again, studies prove that businesses 
with women in leadership positions thrive. In 
our current economic situation, California's 

companies can't afford to ignore the talents of 
women." As a champion of women in leader-
ship positions, Secretary Marin was honored 
to help bring attention to the study and help 
advance women’s status in business positions.  

“It's time to stop focusing on our 
women leaders' pantsuits or hair-
styles and start placing value on how 
these women are making their compa-
nies more efficient and effective -- 
and get that leadership in place at 
companies across our state.” 

- Secretary  Marin 


